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Abstract 

Digitalizing the learning process today as a result of post - industrial revolution is the 

salient way of the literacy campaign in the higher education.The growth of digital world 

has brought the changing in the learners‘ way of learning, including the literature and it is 

particularly the children literature. The fan fiction, e – fiction, and other web – stories 

based hail a lot of the social media users as an alternative of the reading materials in the 

internet.  The aim of this paper is to examine and probe the digital children literature 

through the media of MOOCs or Massive Open Online Course in cross – cultural 

understanding context using children stories as its resource packs. The MOOCs could 

enable the learners from across the nation learn the essence in chldren stories such as its 

social and cultural background and understanding. The Ethnography research method 

carries out to observe the comparative children stories from Madura Island and Czech 

(Slavic tradition) due to its culture and locality. Six children stories from Czech and 

Madura are chosen then they are adapted in the digital stories with MOOCs as the media 

of digital children literature learning. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The growth of the technology today has 

interfered and affected many fields including 

the Traditional Story.  For the very 

beginning, Traditional Stories are orally told 

from one to another, from one generation to 

another, in the form of tales. Such tales are 

anonymous and it is used to convey the 

moral messages from the parents to their 

sons. The traditional tales are basically 

constructed by the social system, values, and 

culture (Harits,2011). Thus, the traditional 

tales are reflection and manifestation of the 

local wisdom where these tales are 

originated. For example, Sang Kancil (Mouse 

deer) is the famous character of folktales in 

Indonesia and Malaysia, it is because 

between Indonesia and Malaysia have the 

similarities in their basic culture, some of 

Indonesia areas have Malayan culture such as 

in Sumatera island. On the other hand, in 

other part of Indonesia like in Java Island, the 

folktales with its own characteristics are also 

developed and in other parts in Indonesia 

either. Sometimes among the traditional tales 

have similarities, and this factor is caused the 

universal values of the moral teaching, the 

Good vs the Evil and the Good always will 

be the winner. Based on Lyncn – Brown and 

Tomlison (1999) there are three general 
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themes in folktales, merely: good versus evil, 

the power of perseverance, and the 

exploration for the ways of the world. 

Otherwise, today, many of the traditional 

tales are about to extinct, because of the 

massive wave of the modern TV programs 

and other digital devices such as an internet. 

This phenomenon is a kind of gloomy 

situation especially dealing with the notion of 

the culture, moral, and identity as the nation 

in other side this situation is also 

advantageous because it links them with the 

global world.  The identity itself refers to our 

uniqueness that distinguishes us from others. 

 

Buckingham (2008) defines identity as 

something we uniquely possess: it is what 

distinguishes us from other people. Yet on 

the other hand, identity also implies a 

relationship with a broader collective or 

social group of some kind (p.1). The identity 

is a typical of socio - cultural identification. 

Further, The recent generation mostly does 

not know their own traditional stories, 

eventually in the traditional story it can be 

found a lot of local wisdom where their 

identity are embedded. Therefore, to 

perpetuate these traditional stories, some of 

the folklorists have been attempted to 

documenting through their field research. 

Otherwise, it is not enough to attract the 

adolescence reading the stories. The 

innovation then is carried out by creating 

picture books for the adolescence with 

hilarious illustration. Some of the stories are 

also modified to make the traditional stories 

more attractive.  

 

The culture gradually has changed and the 

favor of the adolescence either. The effects 

of the information technology, especially TV 

and an internet have made the new 

perspectives. The people are easily touching 

the world. It has a lot of benefits on the other 

hands it needs our awareness to warn them of 

the negative effects, and the threatening of 

such of global culture. It is very easy today 

for the people receive direct information 

from other parts of the world only in a 

second. Solomon & Scuderi (2002) states the 

globalization of culture – the effect upon 

culture of the ―increasing connection of the 

world and its people‖ – is perhaps nowhere 

more visible than in the changing nature of 

the relationship between the world‘s youth 

and their sense of identity (p.13). 

 

The problem of identity caused by the global 

world problem is complex things.  Thus, the 

way to search an identity is through the 

comprehending of the local wisdom, and it 

can be traced from the traditional stories. 

Because traditional story is the original 

process of one society and it is a result of the 

moral teaching that is a source from the 

values of culture. The Traditional stories also 

describe the characteristics of one culture 

where and when the folktales are found. By 

learning and observing the traditional stories 

hopefully, the young generation will acquire 

the message in the traditional stories as well 

as aware of their own identity. The learning 

activities is the best way to introduce the 

tradition, culture, values as the learner‘s 

basic identity, because through the learning 

process, the materials, strategies, and 

methods are well - managed by the 

school/university. It will enable the learners 

to know more their traditional stories and 

coincidently it can be used as means to give 

awareness to them regarding to their own 

identity through the education institution. 
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On the other hand,  the Rapid growth of 

technology and information today has 

brought the changing of human way of life. 

One of the changing is carried out to the 

education. The involvement of technology in 

education is a must, particularly to introduce 

the learners dealt with the role of technology 

and information in the daily life and for their 

future. The technology and information also 

support the learning process more effective 

and communicative. Currenty, the changing 

and the rapid growth of technology and 

information are mingled with the social 

changing, such as today the people in the 

different part of the world could connect with 

other people in another different world side.  

 

Or, in the context of education the 

technology and informaion could link the 

people from the whole of the world without 

the physically appeared, it is borderless. The 

well known media for the distance learning 

today is MOOC, Massive Open Online 

Course. Initiated by EdX and coursera, 

MOOC becomes a worldwide media in the 

learning process.  

 

MOOC as the media in education is really 

effective to educate the learners from all over 

the world. It is absolutely effective to foster 

the educational materials and values for the 

learners in the world. It also gives the 

inspiration for any people to held the web 

conference and other seminars via online 

such as webinar. Waks (2016) conveyed four 

values of MOOC in line with the education, 

first is instrumental, the next is techical, third 

is hedonic, and at last is use values. All of 

them particularly refer to educational values. 

As an instrumental  value, the MOOCs is 

used to achieve the learning purpose, such as 

when the teacher/lecturer want their students 

have an independent study at home, MOOCs 

is one of media/instrument  in studying and 

learning. The next is dealt with the tecnical 

value, It is when the MOOCs is used as the 

guiding to develop the learner‘s skills, i.e. the 

skill to write the story. Furthermore, the 

hedonic value gives the passive pleasure to 

the learners by using the different activities 

and media in teaching and learning. At last, 

the use value engages the learners and the 

materials as well as the interaction. 

  

The Youth Culture and the Role of Digital 

Media in Education  

The penetration of the Information 

Technology cannot denied, it is the 

consequences of the modern society in the 

global world. The adolescence is the different 

generation during this time, because they 

have familiarized with the digital media since 

their birth. According to Mesch (2001) 

various terms have been used to describe this 

generation of youth, including ―Net-

generation,‖ the ―millennium generation,‖and 

―digital natives. Such term are referred to the 

adolescence who are affected by rapidly 

mass of expansion of the digital media.  The 

wise thing is to use and integrate the digital 

devices for education. Because the people 

today including the adolescence keep in 

touch with the digital media in their daily life 

not only for communication but also as 

identity expression through the use of social 

media such as facebook, twitter, instagram, 

path, whatsapp, messenger and so on. The 

use of digital media is also for the 

consumption such as for on line shopping. 

The digital devices such as mobile phone, 

computer, video games, Mp3, Mp4 have 

been removed the adolescence from the 

social life and brought them to their private 

world. Mesch (2001) states Youth are 
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described as having created a bedroom 

culture that facilitates their media 

consumption without parental supervision or 

limitation. 

 

The condition above is not good regarding to 

the parenting and education. Thus, the use of 

the digital media in education is urged. 

Unfortunately, the use of the digital media 

for education is left behind, but it is not too 

bad, because today many people have tried to 

integrate their learning by using the digital 

media. Like in learning process, the use of 

digital media will carry out more effective, 

like for presentation in the class and for other 

assignment. The teacher also could give the 

student a simple research to identify, 

observe, and investigate one of the simple 

problems. For instance, in literature class, the 

teacher can ask the learners to browse one of 

the traditional stories, and analyze its 

literature devices. Or, in writing class, the 

teacher can ask the student to rewrite or 

paraphrase the story in their own blog and 

website.  

 

MOOC is a digital learning media to transfer 

the knowledge by entertaining and inspiring 

the learners.Thus to design the learning 

model using MOOCs, the story should be 

arranged or it could be retold the story to 

make it interesting and interactive.Further, 

the story is transferred and dubbed. At last, 

the story processes in any online application 

such as wiedio, iMovie, VideoScribe before 

it uploads in the social media like 

youtube.Regarding with the analysis,  it uses 

the constructivism and adaptation theory as 

the theory to examine the problem. Theory of 

constructivism is used as the approach due to 

this theory relies on the student centered. The 

learners collaborate gaining the problem 

solving together, integrating the experiences, 

activating the role of learners in the learning 

process. Meanwhile, the adaptation refers to 

the transformation of the story from the 

ordinary documentation such as books, 

picture books, graphic books and so on into 

the different version like video, animation, 

and MOOCs. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The subject research are the cross cultured 

class comprising 15 to 20 learners using 

MOOCS as the media of learning. 

Ethnography research is used to examine and 

observe the multicultural problems i.e the 

cross – nation children literature ( Czech and 

Madura). Ethnography research enables the 

researcher to involve the process, to probe 

the culture and tradition, and to observe the 

social background that were influenced the 

cross – nation children stories. 

 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION  

Gaining the cross – nation children stories 

begin from the index, there are some indexes 

that we could use to look for the link among 

children fairy tales/folktales in the world, 

such as the indexation from Alan Dundees, 

Anti Aarne and Stith Thompson (well – 

known as AT index) and the newest one is 

ATU index, the index as the renewal from 

previous index by Hans Jorg Uther. The 

index works to analyze the motifs of the 

story. By observing the motifs, it could be 

recognized all the stories in the world with 

the same motifs, same index and its 

universality ( relationship) among others. So 

that it could help to lead the more 

understanding of the cross – nation children 

stories including Czech and Madura 

stories.According to the examination with 
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ATU index, there are some Madura and 

Czech stories with the same index. 

 

The Golden Hill (Czech) and Aryo Menak 

(Madura) 

The children story from czech entitled The 

Golden Hill written by Bozena Nemcova.  In 

this story the trickster is different with the 

majority of European Fairy tales (king, 

queen, prince, princess) because here the 

trickster name is Libor, the gardener who 

lived with his old widow mother. Like the 

Swan Maiden and the three swans Libor was 

pulled out one of the swan veil when three of 

them were swum in the pond. The most 

beautiful maiden was the youngest or the last 

either, named Cekanka. As the other stories, 

Cekanka found her veil only in one day 

thereby they did not marry yet but they fell in 

love each other. She returned to her castle 

and leaved Libor after she persuaded Libor 

old mother showing her veil. The motif of the 

magical helper looks a like the Swan Maiden, 

three brothers, here they were the 

gamekeeper who belongs the competence 

calling the crows asking the information. 

From Madura Aryo Menak is one of 

Indonesia tale with ATU 400, the similar title 

is Jaka Tarub from Java island. This story is 

combined with ATU number 413, the Stolen 

Clothing and also ATU number 313, The 

Magic Flight. Aryo Menak was the young 

farmer who want married but he could not 

find any girl who he loved. Till some day in 

his journey he heard the splashed water and 

closed it to have a look. He found seven 

angels bathed in the lake. He took the 

youngest one shawl and hid it. The six of 

angels could return back to the paradise but 

the youngest one. He pretended helping her, 

brought her to his house, and married her. 

This couple had son and lived for long time 

till one day Aryo Menak broke his wife rule. 

She reminded him not to stalking when she 

was cooking in the kitchen. Because using 

her magic power, she could cook one seed of 

rice became one pan of rice. Otherwise Aryo 

Menak was curious and stalking. His wife 

lost her magical power and she took the rice 

from the barn till she found her shawl in 

there. She took her shawl and returned back 

her husband and son on the earth.  

 

The two different stories give the new 

perspective in cross – cultural class. The 

learners from Czech could study the culture, 

society, and the tradition of Madura through 

the MOOCs story and in other side 

Indeonesian learners could explore the social 

life and tradition of Moravia and Bohemia as 

the native culture of Czech. Global 

perspective is needed to give the global view 

to the learners thus they will learn more the 

global manners and global knowledge.  

 

CONCLUSIONS  

The using of MOOCs today is one of the 

effective learning instrument, due to the 

necessity of the world relationship and the 

cost reason. MOOCs gives the solution to the 

problem of funding but it could give the high 

quality of teaching and learning process. The 

research of children stories across nation is 

important giving the global view to the 

leaners in the scheme of the world viewpoint. 

Such as Czech and Madura are two different 

culture with the different tradition and both 

culture have the point that could link or 

bridge between both of them. One of the 

media as the solution of the distance problem 

in the distance learning is MOOCs. 
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